For observers in the United States, the total solar eclipse of April 8™ isn't the
event of the year; it's the event of the decade. The path of totality begins in the
south Pacific and first hits land on the western coast of Mexico. It'll then head
northeast before crossing into the US to the southwest of San Antonio, TX.

It will then pass over Austin, Killeen, Dallas & Fort Worth before moving into
Arkansas and passing over Little Rock. Next, it'll move through Missouri and
then into Indiana and Ohio, where residents of Indianapolis, Dayton, northwest
Columbus, Toledo, and Cleveland will also experience totality. Anyone living in
Buffalo, Rochester, or Syracuse, NY, will also be in luck. The exact details will

vary depending on your location. o
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OUR NEAREST NEIGHBORS

Venus and Neptune are lost within the glare of the Sun this month, but you might still be able to glimpse Mercury
very low in the west shortly after sunset for the first week. Jupiter is also still clinging to the evening twilight but
may prove to be challenging by the time May comes around. Take a look with binoculars at about an hour after
sunset, and you may also be able to spot Uranus within the same field of view. The two will be closest on the 20™,
but by that time the pair will be too close to the Sun for Uranus to be visible. Your last chance may come around

the 10", when a little under two degrees will separate them, with a crescent Moon to the upper right on the same
date. In the morning sky, both Mars and Saturn are edging away from the Sun and can be seen shortly before
sunrise throughout April. Like Jupiter and Uranus, they're also within the same binocular field of view until the 19,
with the two being closest on the 10* and 11", However, rise early on the 6", and you'll also see a crescent Moon,
with all three appearing within the same binocular field of view. Lastly, the Moon turns new on April 8", with the
Pink Full Moon occurring on the 23",

Messier 97 - The Owl Nebula
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STEI_I_AR Conjunction: In broad terms, a conjunction occurs when two celestial objects pass one another in the sky. More

accurately, it's when those two objects share the same Right Ascension or ecliptic longitude, but amateur astronomers
CONC EPTS will often use the term to describe any situation where the two objects appear closest on any particular night.




